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Witness to Fire

These Men and Women Survived the Armenian
Genocide. Eight Decades Later, Two Photographers
Are Documenting Their Stories Before It's Too Late.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ARA OSHAGAN AND LEVON PARIAN

¥ ukgr-:lunn:b:ui Lhee thlcg‘rﬂphx o bes all black eo represent the abyss, @ivs A Oshagan, whio, wich Lev
an, photsgraphed “The Genocide Project,” which chronicles 63 survivars of the Armenian genocide of 191517,
A million Armenians were murdered on the orders ol the Young Turk government, which ruled the remnanis of
mzan Empire.
bl theat surroannds chem is che lighe than survved.” Oshagan savs of Tis suljeots, "And the focws s absaays on the
I - T — they witnessed,”
The lulllng*- were & systematic atempt by the government 1o exterminate—aor, in today's lexicon, “ethnically
cleanse”— the Armenian population from the empaire, stripging them of thear homeland of more than 3, 8H vears.
Between 45% and GO% of the Armenian 1H:||'||.|'Iu.|i:m wils lost, Those who remained lived out misch of the cenmimy in
a plobal diaspaora

Meonw e 15 runming owt Bor the Bew sumvivors whe bore witness to these catastrophic events; maost of them are ar leasi
0 wezrs odd, and their viices and Brsthamd accouns will soon be silenoed,
Hence the Glendale-based = The Genocicbe Progect,” lunched o 1996 by
{shagan and (zaren ‘:ﬁ-:u;p:lr'un. who comnbisted the inerviews.

Pariam and Csbagan abo phoographed each subsject's hamds, creating
a dramatic sphit-image of a Face and fingers. Says Oshagan: “We wanted
the discontinuiny of the killings, haw their firs life was qrip-l;upd Froam thiem

and a second foreed wpon them, to show wp in their sliced body images.”

“This holocaust is like a long, dark arm that contimess to sererch oo aver & haoging in Constantinopls dusring the prnocide.

the Armenian peaple,” says Farian, whose wifie's gramdmother b one of the
irnazgess g the following pages. Like child -abuse survivors, many of the victims never spoke about the hormrs. goosan g upe—
they had no waords or im:agrnwil:h which e reassembile their |ini11'|'.|gi|ni-||:||t_- SIS, "'[111_-':,' ik T with Ii'.-ingﬂh;i'r |iwves, THis-
ing children and making goed o deeir new countrles,” Parlan explabns, © Bue the guilt of i, the anfinished sormows, area
huge wound opened in the Armenian psyche, and s Far from heasled, We're the generation that has oo, if noe heal i, ar

lesst puat a scabs am the wownd.™  —fansd Kirorias
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EDWARD RACOUBIAN
bewrra (11 TOXHs dre Siraee

W walkel For many days, oessionally rarnang acress small lkes and
rvers. After a while we s RSSO 1w shpcres o these Lkes Then we
hepran sz U aborg the path: reviseed conpses, hlackensd by the un
ared Floaten], Their sterch wis hodribbe, Mesnw ke, vahres cincled the
skiies abwe us weailing faor thedr Ve el

An this peoio, we came ugon a small hole inche groonc. & Bitte Geeper
thar averaps height. the hole was large, and 25 o 30 peophe could easily
fiir an i, The wonresn kpwered each other doovn imfo 1l Tleene was o wase
in i har the bedteeen weas mudchy, W wene aboot 20 peoplde and we hegan
sucking on the mud. =ome of the women made s with their shans Filled
with muxl and ssdkled on them e chidpen, We rested thepe for abour a
half heaar. IF wie hadn't been forced o a linle Brer, thar would have been
or besst grave

'\.1J|-|:,' d;.:,'la.'_u;'r weir peicled 1l |'|,|||'||...I|;'- Hive T .|:'u|~.h—.-.-|:-|r-:' 15 hun
direcls oof besdies Foating i 11, wae diank from i like thens was no tomor
e, Wi LU lweed oo Tharst Fos che FirsT me sinoe oir Sepanure fmonm

sivas Then thesy put s on small boats and we cooesed to the other side
Friom chere we walked all the way all the way 1o Rasul-Adn

(H a caravan of neardy 100000 people, they woee fow only semee 36 of
s et By auml e sisters, my Protbers had all dicd or disappeared. Cnly
oy medher ared §avere el W decided ro hicke and escape and fnally
tonak reboge witly sonme Sraby ponsids. My pEd
L, W EanlceEs O A

e diel th

= iniker thetr

+ hrarides] me a5 their oon
T nonmsacls clicl reet wrean me well<they kept me bungry and beat me

ooften, 1 spern et of moy days in the desen, shepherding. When | becamse

18 vesars ol 1 mier somee Chrstian Ambes who oold me 1o gor bo Adeppo,

wihere | could find some Ammenans. In January 1955, [ amived in Aleppo.

wls and oy, 1

KERISTIME HAGOPIAN

b G TG B freide

W bl atreacdy beeen depoded once, in T9ES-16, semt iovard Dicr-c2-Zor. Bug my uncle’s
Frierd hael conmections i e povernement and e had wis oeckened ek 100 Bemr

Orrdders caome again 1l cvervore s garlser in e of e Armnenien charch so B de-
el My Lither refused Boopo amd ol s pod o wemy, He clicl think the Turkish HCVETTS
el Wb o arnahiog e him, sinee e Was a gvemmens empkyee hirms=H, Twelve
Tiarkish seslacley 1 an obhickil 16 wery early the next medming. We were sidd _"|||.'I\.'Fl Thes
nighigoavns and lined w up against the living moom wall. Then the of
ficial ewdered my fmther o e down onothe grownd. They raped him. Bapec! jusg like that
Right in Froos of us Al thar official macde us waich. He whipped ws if we tumed away. My
muithier o comnsciusness and fell o the foor. Afersard, we couldn’t find oo Batbeer. My
misther lnoked for him francically. He was in the attic, trying o hang himesell. Foromagely, my
micshesr found hem before 1 was oo lde. My father did &ill himmesed! e, alter woe escaped

|H,;\.'\-\.| Wif CHA i O
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HAIG BARONIAN

fa P ied f OOER i Bt

I o st remember how many davs our deceimated casyvian msrnchied
Day by day, the mabe contingem of the ceavan got smaler and smaller. Un-
der the pretexn of mm killing of i hand over lims, gold coins
b milked of weh s ghey hacl, and chen they would
Ceailel fcn Kedp i wetne pa

il st Py chee waysale. &l

L

TFHeT

I Killgeg sy, TRV WA daf
oul Of e mnsery. Alocave boechics s fo
ez place, my lithe gramdmother ooy cursed the Turkish gosvermment Jos
iim mbhumarity. Poaniing o us chekdren, she asked: "What is the fault of chil-
dren s b sibjecied oo such suffering?” It was oo much o a gendarme o
he: puallexd bis dagger and plunged it imo my grandmother's hack. The
iy bekowved Mana asked for heaven's
ciarses o i ; : Pt i el ol
thrusts, the gendamme mencdtully pumgesd scene Bullegs into her and enched
her life. First my uncle, now my grancmoetber sere el anmesimed and an-

hriedd by the weaysxie, We moved on

ear;

o e pli Pirs aRgEer, e

1 Inis Kl Dlieidsde oo mile

=

EDWARD BEDIKIAN

YRiFE R N (M

Thieere wars a gicl whio [ Bl Pelrsersded
on the ol Fler name was Satenig. She
hacl o Eride hit of meoney ard shie gave it

e e “Daon't let them ke me,” she
Icl : ATTHAMC EYery
ki are) ek g

said, Thesy wic

W L O Ve

wrah. She wian

s p

lser upy el lesned cm her. held
herr upr. They comee. [ owas holding beer
up, bun they siw ber and ook ber

SAM KADDRIAN

Mar e T T fe e

They ook ds been Husensk o b slesres o the Euplirsies Bivet
or @ whale we were left alome, Sometime later, Turkssh gerskormmes
and grabbed all the: bovs from $ w10 years old. 1 was

Mhey threw us all ine

nr B Thi

d hayn

rhe weididly beach
rcte | s e
nipped my chreck. Bul

LIV ||||-:"\-|l.l.|||.|!.-_l.-l g

It oy, | was cosesegd sl bl

Fromm thee caher Boclies on g o ez, Dol 1 oouldar oy, 100 had, 1
would e b here doday. Shen i was gettng dark. my grand-
noiher fourad me, She picked me up and consoled me, I8 hant so

meich, | weis crving anc she pal me on ber sbe wilcler and walked

viery iy, soume oo Cheem i REAVER Wl st i Nancs
riexl io bury ihetr chebdren in thean, CRbers st posfoed e il

thie mver. Their Irike bodies Poated aasy
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ARFPIAR MISSAKIAN

faaraf g TR i Kesanh

I TSHEE, eliirimd ches Ackaned meissaores, Torkish soldiers altsckecd
Boimssaily, | oswegs gty o Doy chedi Ty Cmes eurly in che mornang

Ty Swerrer JOCKHE sIeciee winhy Magissrs and ogher amillery, The men o

e, B all chesy
they called] them. Mo very elte

d off the Turkish

i Boawe i Todagh acks, my tetbeer aire W

e e Plel, Thew e

1 T [ | LI e T

=l Al dkivA

s E nd. Ondy charre=l =1

uarmel

In 1205, wewr vewrree Lhie last 1o s PR ORI o RCasiiy D iiiise Wi

R L= e o oreh

were Profestant. The Amserwan amPsessaedlin i Bolis D Gppanently s
cured puarambees for oor salety, o see were deponted anysway, Thes
ek i epwered Dier-ee-Zor—bwe mleerior Syvrian desser, O o hecds
family: mw father, motleer, Bour Brothems, o seslers | was 2
thee pmes, W kxided evervibing we had om mules and |

ot under armed puards. Thaey oo

us ter Meskerne o the Euplira

bzl by e st =it by hit il
S0, D Ehesir ddeath, We woere ihene bor O wille
gh & lon oo cnbers froem Reessah, MiEs

SeHViETmes ma lncher sl oy bread from dhe solosers,

vadl nixexl sard wich che flouir—so wee ape ihis hard breadd,

1L mane] Crumc el LirsEeeT ax0r Teet]

e, Pamihle peace. By chousand Armensns

e, e
1 el wii

Ches, "W

walkex). (Flitow’s suones: Mhssikian is =

Wheshigenie Weis a fod

|k Ty by

I SATICESI TR I wonakl

Iabor sy i Bl al Bl m vl i i

I AT Ty W R T Wil KEOKC, Wit

lchesr living vereran 8 the Lls

Marmee Lo

SION ABAIIAN

O L D TR T |.I.|'.|.-."

errwels were T i1 Mook W weere: B ches midicle ool o vost

sancly area amd ihe Armeermanes Eene Wesre iroan all o, nod iy lmoam
ploarmsdn e D] ree wiaber il U pormlzirnyics Sedilol e gnee® Lis S

here were onby e cemclarmres for Ul hoigse cromed, Jisst owcr., Wasnt

Peere g sinele man amone us who comld Base Kalled them? W% wieres woing
Wy did wee obeny those pwws perpcbinimes =

K, W w

serd the Euphmbes Baver 1o b

L 1 ] W e

wicl, WE USE I S s, W sl

1 EICITL. A0 nn i cams iy ihem e o

fove ervier g back or Marsie just g
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